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When I started putting this essay together, it started out as investigation of Richard
Armitage as a typical example of the kind of people employed to run the United States on
behalf of their imperialist masters. Then I came across a piece written in 2000 by Michael
Ruppert of Beyond the Wilderness, that broadened my inquiries as the article links Kellog
Brown and Root, a subsidiary of Halliburton to the worldwide distribution of drugs via the
global network that Halliburton owns or operates on behalf of the US government and
various corporations including major oil companies. A network that evolved over time
initially through the CIA’s connection to the drug trade in the Golden Triangle but which has
its roots in Nazi Germany over thirty years earlier and its connection to US big business. And
in the post-war period, Brown Brothers Harriman were also involved in laundering Nazi
money through a Dutch-based bank.
And then synchronicity kicked in, as in the middle of writing this piece, I get emailed an
article in the New Hampshire Gazette that expands on the piece I included in the ‘Bush
Family Saga‘ on Prescott Bush, Avril Harriman and Brown Brothers Harriman Bank and its
connections to the Nazi Party that it now emerges continued until 1951. What the new
information reveals is that the ﬁnancial connections between US and German capitalism
extended even further than had been known when new documents were released.
A central player in the US/Nazi big business connection was Standard Oil of New Jersey, the
Rockefellar-owned corporation that during the 1930s merged with IG. Farben, one of the
major backers of Hitler’s National Socialist Party and supplier of the infamous gas Cyklon B
used in the extermination camps. Standard Oil (now Exxon) also owned the oil concessions
in Saudi Arabia (later to be renamed Aramco). Other major players involved in the Nazi
business connection include General Motors, Ford and ITT.
The Bush regime is part of an unbroken link that extends back to the founding of Hitler’s
National Socialist Party through the funding it received from Brown Brothers Harriman
Banking, Prescott Bush’s bank and the subsequent link between this bank and Kellog Brown
and Root, now a subsidiary of Halliburton and its connections to Bush through the
Rumsfeld/Cheney connection and their connection to Halliburton. Brown Brothers Harriman
Bank owned Dresser Industries, one of the world’s largest oil drilling companies that in
1998, under urging from Dick Cheney was purchased by Halliburton in an $8.1 billion dollar
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deal. The link is complete. And yes, it is the same Brown in Brown and Root as the Brown
Brothers Harriman Bank.
The point is, a clique of key big business interests extending back over several generations
runs the US. And that if anyone doubted that, putting it down to wild ideas of a conspiracy,
you have to be blind not see it now. That Bush’s wealth descends directly from backing the
Nazi Party is incontrovertible and that the Bush family’s involvement in the trade in drugs
and weapons as an intrinsic part of the ‘war on communism’, later to become the ‘war on
terror’ that extends back thirty years is also incontrovertible.
But why has the current Bush administration hired so many key individuals from the
Reagan/Bush years including Richard Armitage, Colonel ‘Ollie’ North, Michael Ledeen, Otto
Reich and others? What was so special about a bunch of guys at the centre of the Irancontra scandal, money laundering operations, drug smuggling and other dirty dealings going
back forty years? Enter Ruppert’s article.
Ruppert’s piece illustrates the central role that Brown and Root/Halliburton have played as a
global conduit for drugs and the central role that Halliburton/Brown and Root play in Bush’s
imperial grab for power. In this context, Armitage suddenly looks like small fry, but consider
this; the people who have carried out the imperial policies of subsequent US administrations
that extend back to Roosevelt in the 1930s, are people like Armitage, without whom,
executing the imperium’s plans could well be severely compromised. Why? A close-knit
group of people, all with intimate ties to US intelligence services including the DEA, the CIA
and the DIA as well as connections to the banking, oil and defense industries, are also
people who are intimately connected to the global trade in drugs, weapons and laundered
money. Links that extended to the Vatican Bank, (Banco Lavorno Nationale), BCCI and
Nugan Hand. Key players in Iran-contra were also oﬃcers or had connections to these
banks. Some were involved in laundering money for the CIA. The notorious S&L banking
crashes of the 1980s also involved Bush family members.

Image. Deputy under-secretary of state Richard Armitage

« [Richard] Armitage, a former Navy SEAL, who reportedly enjoyed combat
missions and covert operations in Laos during the Vietnam War, has never
been far from the Bush family’s side. Throughout his career, both in and out of
government, he has been perpetually connected to CIA drug smuggling
operations. Secretary of State Colin Powell, in a 1995 Washington Post story,
called Armitage, « my white son. » In 1990, then President Bush dispatched
Armitage to Russia to aid in its « transition » to capitalism. Armitage’s Russian
work for Bush has been frequently connected to the explosion of drug
traﬃcking under the Russian Maﬁas, which became virtual rulers of the nation
afterwards. In the early 1990s Armitage had extensive involvement in Albania
at the same time that the Albanian ally, Kosovo Liberation Army was coming to
power and consolidating its grip, according to The Christian Science Monitor,
on 70% of the heroin entering western Europe. »
http://www.fromthewilderness.com/free/ww3/oct152001.html
Strictly speaking, when dealing with politics, the personalities of the people involved are
supposedly less important than the context, the power relations, money, class and so forth.
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But when it comes to the cabal of individuals grouped around the Bush presidency, many of
whom have a history of involvement with assassinations, terrorism, drugs, money
laundering and other illegal activities, the motivations, the psychology of the individuals
involved has a direct bearing on the nature of the activities. Such is the case with people
like Richard Armitage although there are others such as Otto Reich, Michael Ledeen and
Colonel ‘Ollie’ North. In fact, the list is so big, and stretches back through the
administrations of several successive US presidents, that the relationship between the
policies and the individuals has to be viewed as inseparable. One could justiﬁably argue that
breaking the law in order to further US policies is now an inseparable part of ‘doing
business’.
South East Asia, oil, guns and drugs; Nicaragua guns and drugs; Iran, oil and guns; Israel,
guns and oil; Iraq, guns and oil; Saudi Arabia, guns and oil; Albania, drugs and oil; Russia oil
and drugs, Central and South America, guns, drugs and oil. In all of these situations the
name Richard Armitage crops up time and again over more than thirty years of loyal service
to US capitalism.
Outrageous? The global trade in cocaine and heroin is estimated at around $500 BILLION
and no doubt this is an under-estimate. The US is the major market for drugs just as it is for
oil and in turn it is the world’s number one seller of weapons. Is it any wonder that the three
commodities go hand in hand and that the US should be at centre of the global trade in
these three valuable commodities.
« Noting the indiscreet arrogance of Wall Street in engaging in criminal
behavior, I wrote in May’s issue, after Citigroup’s brazen acquisition of Mexico’s
drug money-laundering bank, Banamex, « It doesn’t matter anymore whether
the American public chooses to notice. The fait accompli is that drug money
and criminal money are now out of the closet as the most important
determinants of economic success for the US ﬁnancial system. The careless
arrogance of these moves only reveals the utter conﬁdence in Washington, on
Wall Street and in the banking system that no voices from the wilderness can
stop it. » Michael Ruppert
http://www.fromthewilderness.com/free/ww3/oct152001.html
What started out as an intrinsic component of the ‘war on Communism’ has its logical
conclusion in the ‘war on terror’ and oil, guns and drugs are the threads that tie the current
Bush administration to over three decades of international piracy and terrorism that forms
the backdrop for the current policies of the Bush regime.
That the US uses the tactics that it accuses its enemies of using should come as no surprise,
especially when we consider that the supposed enemies of the US are more often than not
its creatures, some of whom have returned to haunt it and especially the cocaine barons. It
should also come as no surprise that the corporate media in both the US and the UK have a
vested interest in covering up this shameful past, for to do otherwise would expose the cosy
relationship that exists between the media and corporate capitalism. Exposing it now would
also expose the hypocrisy of the 4th estate and its complicity in deceiving us all. And even as
I write, the BBC quotes Armitage as he calls for intensifying the ‘war on terrorism’ as though
he were ‘just a diplomat’, completely ignoring the man’s past record and the total
airbrushing of history in the classic Stalin mode that goes completely unchallenged.
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The same names crop up with tedious regularity and raise the issue that far from being the
odd ‘bad apple’ or lose cannon, the individuals who now constitute the core of the Bush
cabal, have been breaking the law, both domestic and international, in order to further the
interests of US capitalism. But what we see now, is way beyond the ‘normal’ practices of
furthering US foreign policy. What it formerly chose to hide, it is now brazenly advocates,
indeed it forms the core of its policy as outlined in the PNAC and other strategic documents.
But it’s the corporations that these individuals have or had an interest in such as
Halliburton, Unocal, Boeing, Chevron, Enron before its demise, and a host of other defence,
electronics and pharmaceuticals corporations, that have been the principal beneﬁciaries of
the policies of the Bush regime and of previous US administrations, especially Halliburton
and the subsidiary, Brown and Root, have both been connected to the drug trade:
« A closer look at available research, including an August 2, 2000 report by the
Center for Public Integrity (CPI) at www.public-i.org, suggests that drug money
has played a role in the successes achieved by Halliburton under Cheney’s
tenure as CEO from 1995 to 2000. This is especially true for Halliburton’s most
famous subsidiary, heavy construction and oil giant, Brown and Root. A deeper
look into history reveals that Brown and Root’s past as well as the past of Dick
Cheney himself, connect to the international drug trade on more than one
occasion and in more than one way.
« This June the lead Washington, D.C. attorney for a major Russian oil company
connected in law enforcement reports to heroin smuggling and also a
beneﬁciary of US backed loans to pay for Brown and Root contracts in Russia,
held a $2.2 million fund raiser to ﬁll the already bulging coﬀers of presidential
candidate George W. Bush. This is not the ﬁrst time that Brown and Root has
been connected to drugs and the fact is that this « poster child » of American
industry may also be a key player in Wall Street’s eﬀorts to maintain
domination of the half trillion dollar a year global drug trade and its proﬁts. And
Dick Cheney, who has also come closer to drugs than most suspect, and who is
also Halliburton’s largest individual shareholder ($45.5 million), has a vested
interest in seeing to it that Brown and Root’s successes continue. »
Moreover, it’s the connection between war, oil, drugs and US corporations that is the key to
the Bush imperium, for without war, or preparing for one where would corporations like
Halliburton be? Ever since 9/11 the proﬁts of Halliburton have literally shot through the roof.
Indeed, ever since 1990, with no country or entity to curb the ambitions of US imperialism,
proﬁts from wars of one kind or another have seen the rise of the warfare state that makes
the proﬁts made out of the Vietnam War pale into insigniﬁcance. And without the ‘war on
drugs’, the US would not be in the position to use its economic and military clout to subvert
the governments and economies of so many countries around the world. The line between
the ‘war on drugs’ and the ‘war on terror’ has eﬀectively dissolved. Linking the two wars is
oil, the ‘drug of choice’ for US capitalism.
« [E]verywhere there is oil there is Brown and Root. But increasingly,
everywhere there is war or insurrection there is Brown and Root also. From
Bosnia and Kosovo, to Chechnya, to Rwanda, to Burma, to Pakistan, to Laos, to
Vietnam, to Indonesia, to Iran to Libya to Mexico to Colombia, Brown and
Root’s traditional operations have expanded from heavy construction to
include the provision of logistical support for the U.S. military. Now, instead of
U.S. Army quartermasters, the world is likely to see Brown and Root
warehouses storing and managing everything from uniforms to rations to
vehicles.

|4

« As described by the Associated Press, during « Iran-Contra » Congressman
Dick Cheney of the House Intelligence Committee was a rabid supporter of
Marine Lt. Col. Oliver North. This was in spite of the fact that North had lied to
Cheney in a private 1986 White House brieﬁng. Oliver North’s own diaries and
subsequent investigations by the CIA Inspector General have irrevocably tied
him directly to cocaine smuggling during the 1980s and the opening of bank
accounts for one ﬁrm moving four tons of cocaine a month. This, however, did
not stop Cheney from actively supporting North’s 1994 unsuccessful run for
the U.S. Senate from Virginia just a year before he took over the reins at Brown
and Root’s parent company, Dallas based Halliburton Inc. in 1995.
« As the Bush Secretary of Defense during Desert Shield/Desert Storm
(1990-91), Cheney also directed special operations involving Kurdish rebels in
northern Iran. The Kurds’ primary source of income for more than ﬁfty years
has been heroin smuggling from Afghanistan and Pakistan through Iran, Iraq
and Turkey. Having had some personal experience with Brown and Root I
noted carefully when the Los Angeles Times observed that on March 22, 1991
that a group of gunmen burst into the Ankara, Turkey oﬃces of the joint
venture, Vinnell, Brown and Root and assassinated retired Air Force Chief
Master Sergeant John Gandy.
« In March of 1991, tens of thousands of Kurdish refugees, long-time assets of
the CIA, were being massacred by Saddam Hussein in the wake of the Gulf
War. Saddam, seeking to destroy any hopes of a successful Kurdish revolt,
found it easy to kill thousands of the unwanted Kurds who had ﬂed to the
Turkish border seeking sanctuary. There, Turkish security forces, trained in
part by the Vinnell, Brown and Root partnership, turned thousands of Kurds
back into certain death. Today, the Vinnell Corporation (a TRW Company) is,
along with the ﬁrms MPRI and DynCorp (FTW June, 00) one of the three preeminent private mercenary corporations in the world. It is also the dominant
entity for the training of security forces throughout the Middle East. Not
surprisingly the Turkish border regions in question were the primary
transhipment points for heroin, grown in Afghanistan and Pakistan and
destined for the markets of Europe. »
http://www.fromthewilderness.com/free/ciadrugs/bush-cheney-drugs.html
These extracts are from an article written in 2000, three years before the US invaded Iraq
and before Bush the smaller stole the election. It’s clear from the connections between all
the players including Colin Powell, whose links to Iran-Contra and who is a close pal of
Armitage, and the guns for drugs scandal, Halliburton, Brown and Root, Dyncorp, Vinnell
Corporation go all the way back to old man Prescott Bush and his links to ﬁnancing the
German Nazi Party via Brown Brothers Harriman Bank that owned Dresser Industries that is
now owned by Halliburton. Dresser built oil platforms in key drug routes around the world
including the Gulf of Mexico. What better oﬄoading location could one have than an oil
platform.
And clearly, the illegal nature of the activities of the Armitages of this world, mixing with
drug smugglers, assassins, money launderers, covert arms dealers and the like, means that
their actions are already thoroughly compromised. And this is critically important to my
analysis because it exposes the so-called morality that the imperialists like to espouse as
fundamental to their policies of supposedly supporting human rights, democracy and the
like as a complete fraud.
So who is Richard Armitage and why is Armitage and his peers — with involvements
stretching back to the Vietnam War era and even before — suddenly back in ‘favour’? What
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is it that they bring to the Bush administration that makes them so important to have
onboard?
Power, drugs, guns, money and the connections that come with it are at the top of the list
and as I hope to show, they go to the very heart of the totally corrupt regime that now runs
America. Most important of all, it exposes the ruthless nature of the capitalist system, a
system that takes ends justifying the means to the ultimate conclusion, that in order to
preserve the system anything goes including the use of drugs as an integral part of
projecting US economic and political power.
Armitage is, I suppose, typical of the kind of person who does the dirty work of imperialism,
whether it’s for money, prestige or personal satisfaction. (For a complete listing of
Armitage’s
ﬁnancial
investments
see
http://www.public-i.org/cgi-bin/WhosWhoSearch.asp?Display=Details&Person_ID=1007)
The CIA’s involvement in drug running that started during the Vietnam War with Project
Phoenix is perhaps the key to the current situation as the connections made during that
period set the scene for later US involvement with the sale of drugs as means to further US
foreign policy, whether as a source of ﬁnance for the illegal purchase and sale of weapons or
as a means of destabilising countries and communities, or winning friends and inﬂuencing
people. Colombia, Peru, Mexico, Afghanistan, Albania, Russia are just some of the countries
whose economies and cultures have been taken over through the US policy of the ‘war on
drugs’.
« Project Phoenixâ€¦was ﬁnanced in part with opium money. It has been alleged that the
close relationship with SE Asian drug dealers continued after the US withdrawal from
Vietnam, with Iran used as a conduit for drugs and money. It has also been reported that, as
a sequel to Project Phoenix, an oﬀ-the-books assassination program was established in Iran.
« The Phoenix or Phuong Hoang Operation was originally designed to
« neutralize, » that is assassinate or imprison, members of the civilian
infrastructure of the [Vietnamese] National Liberation Front. Phoenix oﬃces
were set up from Saigon down to the district level. Their functions were to: (1)
collate intelligence about the « Vietcong Infrastructure »; (2) interrogate
civilians picked up at random by military units carrying out sweeps through
villages; (3) « neutralize » targeted members of the NLF . . . The original
Phoenix concept was quickly diluted, for two main reasons: (1) pressure from
the top to ﬁll numerical quotas of person to be neutralized; (2) diﬃculties at
the bottom of identifying NLF civilian infrastructure, who were often
indistinguishable from the general population, and the near impossibility of
proving anyone membership in the NLF. The result was vastly to increase the
numbers of innocent persons rounded up and imprisoned, indiscriminately
murdered, and brutally tortured in an eﬀort to show results . . . Between 1968
and 1972 hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese civilians were rounded up and
turned over to the Vietnamese police for questioning. Such interrogation has
usually been marked by brutal torture.
http://www.vicpeace.org/stories/03/1070.html
« After four tours with the U.S. Navy in Vietnam, Armitage joined the U.S.
Defense AttachÃ©’s Oﬃce in Saigon in 1973, just in time to play a key role in
« preparing » the botched evacuation of friendly South Vietnamese. Tens of
thousands of loyal partners who had worked with the Americans were
abandoned to advancing North Vietnamese Army and Viet Cong forces.
Never one to admit failure or duplicity, Armitage covered his own posterior by
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accusing the Central Intelligence Agency of wrongly predicting that a deal for
an orderly pullout could be arrived at with the advancing communists and then
failing to provide enough notice that Saigon was about to fall.
Fresh from the debacle in Southeast Asia, Armitage went to work as a
consultant for the Defense Intelligence Agency, where the quality of his work,
to say the least, did not improve. »
http://www.yellowtimes.org/article.php?sid=673
Following the US withdrawal from Vietnam in 1975, Armitage joined the Defense Intelligence
Agency (DIA) and was posted to Tehran where he excelled at not predicting the overthrow of
the Shah (the man he had been assigned to keep on the throne) and even went as far as
accusing the Ayotollah Khomeini of being a friend of the Soviets.
« Armitage became a special consultant to the Department of Defense,
working out of Bangkok and dealing with unrepatriated prisoners and the
missing in action. Armitage also started a mysterious business called the Far
East Trading Company. Meanwhile, from 1976 to 1979 in Iran, Richard Secord
was supervising the sale of US military aircraft and weapons to Middle Eastern
nations. During this same period, there are reports that Shackley, Clines,
Secord, and Armitage set up several curious corporations and subsidiaries
around the world including Lake Resources, Stanford Technology Trading
Group, Compa[g]nie de Services Fiduciaria, CSF Investments and Udall
Research Corporation. »
http://www.vicpeace.org/stories/03/1070.html
In fact all the companies referred to above, were and those that still exist, are so-called
proprietaries of the CIA, a fact that further reinforces the belief that during this period
Armitage was in the employ of the CIA, and although we can only speculate as to his role
during this period, it is generally believed that the front companies were used for CIA covert
actions in Southeast Asia and later in Afghanistan and it’s been suggested that the idea of
using heroin as a weapon in the ‘war against communism’ in both Indo-China and
Afghanistan was Armitage’s idea.
« His critics had alleged in the past that he was the author of the idea of using
heroin to weaken the ﬁghting capability of the communists in Indo-China and
then in Afghanistan though the late Le Comte de Marenches, the head of the
French External Intelligence Agency under Presidents George Pompidou and
Giscard d’Estaing, had claimed that it was he who had given this idea to the
Americans with speciﬁc reference to Afghanistan. »
http://www.saag.org/papers5/paper473.html
1978 saw him (oﬃcially) rejoining government when he joined the staﬀ of Senator Robert
Dole and then as an advisor to Reagan election campaign who rewarded his services in
1981 by appointing him Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for East Asia and Paciﬁc
Aﬀairs and then in 1983 he became Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security
Aﬀairs until 1989. His specialty was special forces operations and ‘counter-terrorism’. Under
George Bush Snr he was made ‘Special Emissary’ to King Hussein of Jordan during the 1991
Gulf War.
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But it’s Armitage’s role in the ‘Secret Team’ that was at the heart of the Iran-contra scandal
during this period that kept him out of government until Bush the smaller grabbed the
throne of state when Armitage was rewarded for his loyalty by being appointed as deputy
secretary of state under his old friend Colin Powell.
« Armitage’s under investigation for his role in the Reagan administration’s
Iran-Contra scandal. Though he testiﬁed that he didn’t know about the
administration’s secret sale of arms to Iran until November 1986, when they
became public knowledge, independent counsel Lawrence Walsh’s report laid
out extensive evidence that he knew about them a year earlier.
« In fact, Armitage apparently opposed the arms sales as early as December
1985, on the grounds that Iranians were « sleazebags. » Secord later testiﬁed
that he met with Armitage then in an eﬀort to change his mind. Armitage
claimed not to remember meeting with Secord, though Armitage’s own
meeting logs show that he did. Armitage kept a December 6, 1985 document
describing the legal ramiﬁcations of the Iran arms sales, entitled « Possibility
for Leaks, » locked in his Pentagon safe until June 1987, when it was belatedly
turned over to Walsh and the congressional Iran-Contra committee.
« Armitage also attended a Pentagon meeting in August 1986 in which Oliver
North outlined the covert activities in support of the Contras that he had been
supervising through the National Security Council. Armitage denied
remembering anything about this meeting as well. In his ﬁnal report, Walsh
said he declined to prosecute Armitage for his numerous dubious statements
on these issues because he could not prove they were knowingly false. »
http://www.inthesetimes.com/issue/25/07/naureckas2507.html
« The Bush cabinet is a virtual who’s who of oil, defense and pharmaceutical
bigwigs.1 The Bush family is itself closely tied ﬁnancially to the bin Ladens.2 , 3
Both families are involved in the Carlyle Group.4 Bush Sr. sits on the board of
Carlyle, a 12 billion Equity company with oil holdings and defense contracts.5
Dick Cheney was the former CEO of Halliburton Oil. Colin Powell is a major
stockholder in several defense contractors. National Security Advisor
Condoleeza Rice sat on the board of Chevron. Andrew Card, the Chief of Staﬀ is
from General Motors. Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense, was CEO of
Searle Pharmaceuticals. Dick Armitage, the Deputy Secretary of Defense, has
ties to the Russian maﬁa and is a board member of Carlyle. Robert Jordan, the
Saudi ambassador, was a member of Baker Botts, a legal ﬁrm specializing in oil
and defense (the Baker in Baker Botts is James Baker). Tony Principi, Secretary
of Foreign Aﬀairs, comes from Lockheed Martin. Gordan England, Secretary of
the Navy, is tied to General Dynamics. James Roche, Secretary of the Air Force,
is from Northrop Grumman. Gen. Thomas White, retired, Secretary of the
Army, is from Enron Energy. Donald Evans, the Commerce Secretary, owns
Colorado Oil Company. National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice sat on the
board of Exxon. And Mr. Carlucci, the Chief of Carlyle, sits on the Middle East
Policy Council. 6
« »Several western oil companies [some represented by Richard Armitage]
including Occidental, Shell and British Petroleum had their eyes riveted on
Albania’s abundant and unexplored oil deposits. Western investors were also
gawking [at] Albania’s extensive reserves of chrome, copper, gold, nickel and
platinum » »
http://www.fromthewilderness.com/free/regional/KLA1.html
So we’ve come full circle, from the earliest days of the Bush family’s involvement with Nazi
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Germany via Brown Brothers Harriman Bank and Standard Oil/IG Farben and later, Saudi
Arabia (Aramco), through to the Vietnam War and the Golden Triangle where the trade in
drugs started, and then to Iran and Iran-contra and the South American drug connection,
and then onto Afghanistan and ﬁnally Iraq where Dresser Industries (Brown Brothers), Brown
& Root, all come together under the aegis of the Bush emperium with Halliburton as the
ﬁnal link. Throughout it all, key individuals have played important roles in linking together
oil, guns and drugs as part of a web of business and political connections designed to further
the interests of big capital. The question is, how much longer can this web of deceit be kept
hidden from the public? How much longer can the mass media ignore the crimes of a
dynasty that extends back through three-quarters of a century?
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