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Turkey Exploiting Syrian Refugee Adults and
Children in Cheap Labour Industrial Sweatshops
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Erdogan’s rap sheet includes deplorable high crimes, including wars of aggression, support
for ISIS and other terrorist groups, internal repression, and human exploitation, notably
Syrian refugee adults and children, ruthlessly exploited for profit.

A new Business and Human Rights Resource Centre (B&HRRC) report discussed Turkish
exploitation of Syrian children and adults – producing garments for large European retailers,
H&M and Next specifically named.

Information discovered may be the tip of the iceberg, unknown numbers of European (and
perhaps American) companies involved, wanting their illicit activities suppressed.

B&HRRC estimates from 250,000 to 400,000 Syrian refugees exploited in Turkey, Europe’s
third largest clothing supplier after China and Bangladesh.

According to B&HRRC, “(o)nly a few brands appear to have engaged with the extent and the
complexity of these issues in their Turkish supply base. Even fewer report taking action to
protect  these  vulnerable  workers”  –  ruthlessly  exploited  for  profit,  a  form  of  illicit  human
trafficking, one of Erdogan’s many high crimes.

Turkey’s  textile  industry  is  largely  unregulated,  an  estimated  60%  of  its  workforce
unregistered,  working  for  sub-poverty  wages  and  no  benefits,  Syrian  refugee  adults  and
children  easily  exploited  for  profit.

B&HRRC sent a questionnaire to 28 major clothing retailers, requesting information on their
suppliers,  as  well  as  whether  they’re  protecting Syrian refugees from exploitation and
abuse. Responses will be published later this month.

Young children work up to 60 hours weekly, earning 600 Turkish lira monthly (less than
$200), unable to go to school because of work.

No official figures on Turkey’s informal, unregistered Syrian refugee labor force exist. Almost
2.3 million refugees are registered, 9% in refugee camps, others on their own with no state
aid, struggling daily to survive.

A separate Human Rights Watch report called child labor exploitation in Turkey “rampant,”

https://www.mondialisation.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.mondialisation.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.mondialisation.ca/theme/crimes-against-humanity
https://www.mondialisation.ca/theme/global-economy
https://www.mondialisation.ca/theme/global-economy
https://www.mondialisation.ca/theme/police-state-civil-rights
https://www.mondialisation.ca/theme/women-s-rights
http://business-humanrights.org/en/modern-slavery-exploitation/syrian-refugees-abuse-exploitation-in-turkish-garment-factories
https://www.hrw.org/node/282910/


| 2

Syrian children especially vulnerable, hugely abused.

An earlier National  Labor Committee (NLC) statement said “(t)ransnational  corporations
roam the world to find the cheapest and most vulnerable workers” – exploiting them as serfs
under deplorable conditions, their rights denied, their dignity ignored.

Women aged 15 – 25 are especially vulnerable, Syrian refugees of both genders and all ages
easily exploited.

State-permitted sweatshop conditions exist in many third world and developing countries,
Turkey a notorious example, a hugely repressive police state, profiting from human misery.
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