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The war drums of a possible World War Three seem to have gotten considerably louder in
the last few days, especially since an American air raid hit a Syrian Arab Army base in Deir
ez-Zor on Saturday. And now, a top Russian defense oﬃcial has accused the United States
of “deliberately and thoughtfully” conducting an airstrike against Syrian troops that left 62
servicemen dead and more than a hundred wounded.
Sputnik News reported September 18 that top Russian military oﬃcials are questioning the
veracity of their American counterparts who claim that the airstrike on the Syrian military
base was a mistake. But one Russian oﬃcial, First Deputy Chairman of the Defense and
Security Committee and Federation Council member Franz Klintsevich, told Russian news
agency RIA Novosti that he believes the coordinated attack by two F-16 ﬁghter jets and two
A10 ground attack aircraft — which originated out of Iraq — was deliberate.
“The US conducted airstrikes on government forces in Syria deliberately and
thoughtfully. Any aerial operation is coordinated with commanders on the
ground. In this case [the US] used information received from their intelligence
units who inﬁltrated Daesh [derogatory term for ISIS, the Islamic State in Iraq
and Syria].”
Others have been more restrained in their allegations toward the United States. Russian
Defense Ministry spokesman, Maj. Gen. Igor Konashenkov noted that if the U.S. airstrike was
accidental, the incident was “a direct consequence of the US’ unwillingness to coordinate its
actions against terrorist groups with Russia.”
Klintsevich pointed out that the airstrike was in line with policymaking in Washington, which
takes the position that Syria’s president, Bashar al-Assad, should be deposed and replaced
by the U.S.-backed rebels. He said that the U.S. was acting to “maintain their economic
interests” in the area.
Accusations and allegations aside, all agreed that the cease-ﬁre being negotiated between
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov in Geneva was
in jeopardy.
Russia’s United Nations envoy, Vitaly Churkin, stated that he found the timing of the U.S.
airstrike “suspicious,” given the ongoing cease-ﬁre negotiations. He said that “some aspects
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of the situation suggest that it could have well been a provocation.” But, he was quick to
add, the attack did not necessarily mean that the ceaseﬁre deal was over.

It is unclear whether or not the U.S. airstrike against the Syrian Army base at Deir ez-Zor
had anything to do with the several bombings in late July of a U.S. base in Syria. According
to the Wall Street Journal (via Fox News), U.S. defense and intelligence oﬃcials reported
that Russian aircraft had bombed a base maintained by U.S. and British forces, and had
done so again 90 minutes after being warned that it was not to be targeted. The oﬃcials
said they believed that Russia was attempting to pressure the U.S. into coordinating its air
war with the Russian military.
Heightened tensions have only increased fears of an escalation of events in the region to
the point of World War 3. Of course, this has been an ongoing concern since Russia entered
the multinational fray (September 30, 2015, according to BBC News), ostensibly to join in
the ﬁght against ISIS but seen by the world as to act as an ally and prop for the then
tottering regime of Bashar al-Assad. Regardless, Russia’s entrance also increased the
chances of accidental incidents that could quickly spiral into military confrontations —
incidents like Russia bombing a known American base and the U.S. bombing a known Syrian
Army base. (Russian oﬃcials have also voiced concern over the possibility, after Saturday’s
attack, that the U.S. could mistakenly bomb a Russian airbase.)
Similar scenarios of a potential World War Three trigger have been presented before. In a
September 2015 article, the Telegraph oﬀered that the advent of World War 3 could very
well be a confrontation or accident in Syria’s crowded skies.
“Indeed, the skies over Syria are starting to get dangerously crowded, with Russian jets
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ﬂying near US planes on bombing runs, and sparring with NATO air defenses in neighboring
Turkey.”
For the record, Turkey is also now involved in the war inside Syria. As reported by Al Jazeera,
tensions with Russia escalated in November when a Turkish ﬁghter shot down a Russian
bomber that was claimed to have entered Turkish airspace and repeatedly warned to depart
the area.

The U.S. airstrike against the Syrian Army base is just the latest incident of potential
diplomatic and political calamity in an already volatile region of the world. According to
the New York Times, American military oﬃcials admitted that U.S. pilots had targeted a
Syrian Army base, but the pilots had thought they were attacking ISIS facilities in the area. A
senior Obama administration oﬃcial, speaking on the condition of anonymity, told
the Times that the United States had stated its regrets to Syria’s government through the
Russians for the “unintentional loss of life of Syrian forces” in the ongoing war against ISIS.
Will historians one day look back on the events of the last few months as the precursors to
World War Three? Or will they go back further to when Russia entered the conﬂict? Of
course, historians could go even further back to the creation of the caliphate of the Islamic
State or even the creation of ISIS. Regardless, for now, World War Three history is only the
province of speculation, but the fears of a major multinational conﬂict, given the historical
ease with which other world wars have begun, are founded in realistic potentialities.
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